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BOWERS WILL RECOMMEND MUDD
~OR UM LAW DEANSHIP

IMMEDIATELY

243 - 25 ~~

MISSOULA-Fo lowing a national search begun Nov.

1,

1978, fo

a dean for the University

of Montana School of Law, President Ric hard C. Bowers will recommend to the Montana
Board of Regents that Missoula attorney John 0. Mudd be named to the post at an
annual salary of $40,000.
If the regents approve the appointment , Mudd will take up his duties July 1.
He succeeds Robert E. Sullivan, who was dean from 1954 through 1978.

Margery H.

Brown, assistant professor of law, has been acting dean since Jan. 1.
Mudd, an honor graduate of the UM law school and a partner in the Missoula law
f irm of Mulroney, Delaney, Dalby & Mudd , was one of 37 applicants for the deanship.
A search committee , chaired by Dean Paul B. Blomgren of the School of Business
Administration, recommenoed three of the candidates to President Bowers, who selected
Mudd over Frederick Miller of the Univers ity of Oklahoma and John McCro ry of Vermont
Law School.
Serv·ng with Blomgren on the search committee were law faculty members Albert

W. Stone , David J . Patterson , J. Martin Burke, and Carl W. Tobias; law stude nts
Steve Rov ig

nd Rand y Snyd r , and two members of the faculty of the College of Arts

a nd Sc 1 enc s : Har y

~' .

ass 0ci ate prof

0f po

Ele v n

~s

Fr i t L ,

of tne

Supreme Co urt, const't te

s ci ate profes sor of history, and James J. Lopach,

iti al sc ience .
or .. ana Ba r, inc l u ing
na

vi~o r y

commit ee t

-over-

he ch ief justice of the Montana
th e search commit tee.

BOWERS WILL RECOMMEND MUDD FOR UM LAW DEANSHIP
Mudd was graduated with high honors from the UM law school in 1973.
stud ent, he was editor-in-chief of the Montana Law Review.

As a

His honors included

the Phi Delta Phi Award as outstanding graduate of 1973.
In 1961, Mudd was graduated from Great Falls Central High School, where he
was president of the student body.
Seminary, Kenmore,

\~ash.,

After completing a two-year course at St. Edward's

he attended Catholic University of America

as a Basselin

Scholar, receiving an M.A. in philosophy in 1965.
Mudd has taught courses in the UM law school , at Loras College, Dubuque, Iowa,
and the Collge of Great Falls.
He has served as a special prosecutor for the Montana Supreme Court's Commission
on Practice.

He has tried cases before the Montana Supreme Court and the U.S.

Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals.
He has been involved in two cases growing out of a national insurance fraud.
The first of these led to the largest criminal fraud action ever brought in New
Jersey.

He has also served as cou ns el to a company in connection with the sale of

assets in four states, coordinating the work of six other attorneys who represented
the firm before the Securities and Exchange Commission and other federal, regulatory
agencie s.

He has participated as co-counsel in litigation involving questions of

forest economics, hydrology, timber and wildli fe management, and related social
impacts.
Fo r five years, he has been executive director of Montana Boys State.

As a

board member in 1977 of the Missoula Urban Transportation District, he was involved
in the purcha se of equipment and facilities for the Missoula Mountain Line Transit
System.
He v1as the recipient of an Outstanding Young Men of America Award in 1975.

In

1977, he 1·1as se~ected for inc:lusion in the first edition of Who's Who in American Law.

Mudd is a decorat ·J veteran of military service in Vietnam.

He and his wife, the

former Margaret GraL l ,o of Wood-Ridge, N.J., are the parents of three sons:
James, 6, and Josepl
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Ji

John, 8;

